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PRESIDENTS REPORT
Madeleine Sherwood

What an incredible year it has been. I can't quite believe that my year as
President of the Rotary Club of Beecroft is coming to an end. 

This report gives you an indepth look at what we have achieved as a club
over the past 12 months. It has been a humbling year working  alongside
such dedicated and passionate Rotarians, their partners and our friends of
Rotary. 

From colouring in competitions, to ANZAC Day Services, Australia Day
Celebrations, community engagement and youth  events, and our incredible
fundraising initiatives, I could not be more proud of everything the Rotary
Club of Beecroft have achieved this year. 

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank The Rotary Club of
Beecroft for an incredible year, and acknowledge the individual
contributions of each member. We would not have been able to run
everything that we did this year without your support. 

To my Board, who have supported, encouraged and help my vision of the
Rotary year come to life, I would also like to say a huge Thank you.  
I appreciate beyond words the time, energy and effort you have put into
making this year a success. 

Thank you all for an amazing year. 

Yours in Rotary, 

President Madeleine 

 



TREASURER’S REPORT
Russel Zimmerman

Bookshop Income $52,409.86 
Christmas Raffle $ 8220.10
Profit from the sale of Beecroft Spirit Gin $ 2827.78
Young @ Heart Event $1,813.00

The Treasurer’s report shows the club accounts’ estimated position as of 30
June 2023.

Please note that the submitted accounts are in draft form only. These
accounts are based on actual receipts and expenditures from 1 July 2022 to 8
June 2023, and estimates of income and spending to 30 June 2023. It is
unlikely that there will be any material change in the figures by the year-end. 

As all members pay a weekly administration fee and purchase their meals, no
significant changes to the General Account will be made. As the bookshop
trades each week, we expect a further $2,000 in income to the Project account. 

As the Rotary Club of Beecroft Pre-Loved Bookshop Coordinator, I would like to
thank the community volunteers and the members of the Club that have
assisted at the bookshop. In evaluating the income for the year, the income
was derived from four main activities:

Unfortunately, due to having to relocate the bookshop in April 2023, there was
a significant amount of Capital Expenditure in fitting out the bookshop in its
new location. 



General Account

The year commenced with an opening balance of $2,932.78, and we should
finish the year with an amount of $5,400 carried forward to the new Board.
Expenses still to be paid are $300 to Centurion Fund and an allowance of
$1,000 subsidy for Changeover. 

Details of the income and expenditure for the year are below:

Bookshop rent for May $490.17
Bookshop rent for June $500.00, approximately
RYPEN Timor $6,600
Income Bookshop three weeks in June $2,000.00
ANZAC Wreaths Invoiced income not received of $420.00

West Pennant Hills Rotary Global grant request $4,500
Beecroft Global Grant $2,000
Vocational Awards evening $2,000

Project Account

We commenced the year with an opening balance of $16,585.33, and we
expect to hand over to the incoming Board an amount of $18,328.61. Accounts
yet to be paid are:

The current Board has committed funds for the following projects, however
these will not need to be paid after the 30th June.

This gives a total of $8,500, further commitments, allowing the new Board
approximately $12,000 to commence their year. Details of the Club's income
and expenditure for the project account appear on next page.



Of the above funds, $18,322.50 have been in “donations.”
$7,357.00 has been spent on the Sub Station (Community). 
Young @ Heart was self-funding. Although we spent $8,398.15 on youth
projects, funding from Beecroft Spirit Gin assisted with funding of $2,827.00. 

Further funds were raised at the Youth Awards which offset the Youth Awards
expenditure by approximately $1,550.00.

As the Club Treasurer for President Madeleine Sherwood for 2022 to 2023 it has
been a most rewarding and pleasurable task. Congratulations to President
Madeleine and the Board for a successful year. 

I also wish President-Elect Christian Kirkendall and his Board the best for 2023
to 2024.

Russell Zimmerman
Treasurer and Pre-Loved Bookshop Convener 



ADMINISTRATION REPORT
Christian Kirkendall

I’d like to start off by giving a big thank you to all the people involved in
ensuring the admin portfolio had a successful year under President Maddy’s
guidance. Thank you President Maddy for running all of our meetings over the
last year ensuring they ran smoothly and successfully. 

Thank you to all the members for joining us on all our social activities
organised throughout the year and assisting in administrative tasks
throughout the year. 

Thank you to Jack Su for ensuring all the Working with Children Checks have
remained up to date.

Thank you to David Rands for organising a fantastic line up of speakers
throughout the year. The speakers have kept us greatly informed and in some
cases created a long lasting impact on members of the club. 

Thank you to Niranjan Deodhar for heading the District Conference committee
ensuring Beecroft Rotary was well represented this year and for his efforts
contributing to the website. 

Thank you to Sophie Lloyd, Dave Anderson and Greg Keighran for all their
efforts in assisting with editing and addition of content to the website
throughout the year. 



A big thank you to Jaythene for her efforts in organising and distributing
weekly Monday night roles and pitching in when roles needed to be filled in,
editing and updating of the website and for her efforts in delivering a detailed
weekly pinion to keep our members well informed throughout the year. 

I’d like to finally thank Cathy Sherwood for her exceptional efforts in assisting
in many parts of the administration portfolio this included but wasn’t limited to
tracking weekly attendance and organising the weekly runsheet, following up
on weekly task allocations, assisting in organising a number of social
activities, keeping up to date on the welfare of the club members and for
providing fantastic mentorship and guidance along the way with everything
else administration. 

Myself and the administration committee wish Daniel and his administration
team nothing but success in the year to come.

Christian Kirkendall
Administration Director



FOUNDATION REPORT
David Rands

The club has 8 Paul Harris Society members ($US 1000 per annum), 9 Major
Donors (gifts totalling over $US10,000), 5 bequest society members ($US
10,000 in your will for the Foundation)

We have 27 Centurions from our membership of 37 which is very good.
However, 100% Centurion support is the Club’s objective. Thank you to those
who contribute.

To date our overall contributions to the Annual Fund will be down a little from
last year due to lower club membership.

Project activity this year has not directly accessed our District’s Designated
Fund for new District Grants.

We are working with West Pennant Hills Cherrybrook and other clubs to
support a project constructing toilets in India and Indonesia.

Earlier Global grants completed were in India supporting the construction of a
voice and speech clinic, two vision centres, and youth training programs in
East Timor.

Our total contribution as a club was about AUD 12000. 

We will also present 5 Paul Harris Fellow recognitions at our changeover on
25th June, three to club members and two to people for outstanding
community service.

David Rands
Foundation Director



YOUTH SERVICE REPORT
Daniel Dummer

Beecroft Rotary broadened our Youth Service in 2022-23 with new
opportunities for young people, while partnering with a wide range of local
organisations to deepen our engagement with youth audiences. Highlights
included hosting two rounds of Beecroft Youth Awards, launching the Beecroft
Youth Scholarship, and establishing the successful Beecroft Spirit Gin
fundraiser. These initiatives give practical support for young people to develop
career skills and networking opportunities through community service, while
strengthening our club’s local relationships and public image.

Giving practical support for young achievers

Youth engagement kicked off with our Youth Awards on 15 August 2022, with
presentations for Volunteer of the Year, Apprentice of the Year, the Bill Grant
Memorial Prize, and a range of Community Leader awards. Guest speaker
Genevieve Langron shared how lessons she first learned at RYLA continue to
shape her career, including in advising NSW Health during the pandemic
response. About 60 people including club members, award recipients,
families, friends and school staff were present for this special club meeting.
Thank you to committee members Sophie Lloyd and Christian Kirkendall for
their hard work.



Youth Awards were planned again for Sunday 30 April 2023
to align with Youth Week and to allow Year 12 recipients to
include the awards in their applications for early entry to
university. Instead of forming an internal committee, a team
of local students and alumni - Sofia Guistini, Jaime Pitcher,
Georgiana Dumapit, Shabdha Kukunooru, and Hasti Rostami
- collaborated to deliver a truly youth-led event. Their vision
included a community afternoon tea to promote mingling,
new award categories focussed on passions and careers,
and practical prizes - such as mentorships and experiences
- to help students take genuine steps towards their goals.
Their insights and networks proved invaluable, generating 43
award nominations (compared to 12 previously) and
deepening our relationships with local schools.

These awards became an even greater success than before,
recognising 12 students in 9 categories, while bringing
together 120 guests and over a dozen community groups as
sponsors or supporters for the event. The Golden Kangaroos
Concert Band performed musical numbers, Beecroft Guides
and Loreto student Millie Hadwen provided catering, and
guest speaker Nina Gbor enthralled everyone with her
insights on sustainable fashion. Prizes spanned a wide range
of passion areas, including journalism (having an article
published in local paper The Post), entrepreneurship
(mentor session with Enactus Australia), and sport (6
months membership at Snap Fitness Beecroft and consult
with an EducationUSA college expert). All prizewinners also
received a copy of The New University Entry Game by Art of
Smart Education.

Both awards ceremonies were featured in The Post, and the
second event particularly strengthened our club’s local ties
by bringing Rotary “to the community.” Organic social media
posts on Instagram, LinkedIn and Facebook spurred
thousands of impressions. District Governor Mina Howard
also attended and spoke glowingly of our work, including in
her district update and in a toast to Beecroft Rotary at her
own club.



Building new pathways for youth service

Young people are typically motivated to make a difference, and they seek
opportunities to volunteer which are social, impactful, and align with their
values. Unfortunately they can face barriers such as cost and time
commitment which limit their engagement with Rotary. This year, we trialled a
novel “scholarship” approach to efficiently help young leaders to get involved
in community service, while building an informal relationship with our club.
The Board designated $900, representing the equivalent of 5 x half-yearly
membership dues, towards a youth project to be designed and delivered by a
team of selected young leaders. This program was launched at the most
recent Youth Awards, and a team of “Beecroft Youth Scholars” has been
convened to plan a project to be delivered in the new Rotary year.



In addition to coverage in The Post, the project was also covered in the global
Rotary Magazine. Commemorating the club’s 50th anniversary, Julian Leeser
MP also cited Beecroft Spirit Gin, alongside the Preloved Bookshop and other
club projects, in a 90 second Member Statement in Federal Parliament. The gin
has been remarkably popular, with feedback from Molly’s Pavillion indicating
community interest in another batch.

A massive thank you to committee members Cathy Sherwood, Russell
Zimmerman, Madeleine Sherwood, Dave Anderson, David Ellyard and Zenda
Spry-Pohl, as well as extensive support and advice from Niranjan Deodhar,
and a huge club effort in promoting gin - and club membership - on the
launch night!

Raising funds by raising a glass: Beecroft Spirit Gin

In a novel approach to fundraising, Beecroft Rotary
partnered with Craft Foundry to create Beecroft Spirit Gin,
a small-batch gin distilled with strawberry gum, lemon
myrtle and rosella to reflect the flora of Beecroft.

After designing a label and hosting a tasting night to
confirm the recipe, we hosted a rousing launch party at
Hannah’s Wine Bar & Restaurant in Beecroft Place,
attended by over 150 guests and extensively engaging
local business leaders and organisations. The gin was
also stocked in Hannah’s, The Verandah and Molly’s
Pavillion by agreement with Norths Collective. All 260+
bottles sold, raising $2,649.78 for club projects.



Beecroft Rotary also continued to
support the Beecroft Public School
Public Speaking Competition in
September 2022, providing topics
and helping to judge the grand
final (thank you Russell!). The four
top-scoring speakers (a boy and
girl in each of Year 5 and 6) visited
our club meeting on 14 November

Investing in life-changing Rotary experiences
for young people

This year we were delighted to sponsor outstanding candidates for major
Rotary youth programs: Stella Jeong (Year 12, James Ruse Agricultural High
School) attended the National Youth Science Forum, Maddy Johnson attended
the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) at Knox Grammar School, and Ben
Jepsen completed the RYLA Oceania ELEVATE Program. All visited our club as
guest speakers and spoke of the transformative impact they experienced
through these programs. Maddy and Ben are also veteran facilitators at
Summer RYPEN, so we were glad to invest further in their development as
leaders. In addition, two students from Mount St Benedict College, Luella
Negron and Ava Bizzanelli, attended Winter RYPEN, which made a welcome
return after a three-year covid-19 hiatus.

with their families to present their speeches, and receive $15 vouchers for the
Preloved Bookshop! The following month, we were invited to present the Public
Speaking Award to Katia Hales at the school’s Year 6 Graduation.

In October 2022 we also hosted a fantastic student debate between
Cheltenham Girls High School and Knox Grammar School. All speakers gave
well-researched and engaging speeches on the topic, regarding the practice
of damnatio memoriae, and victory was awarded via audience vote to the
negative team, Knox.

Finally, we sought opportunities throughout the year to further strengthen key
relationships. Daniel visited Hills Rotaract as a guest, the Rotary Club of Dee
Why Warringah as a speaker, and met with teachers at Mount St Benedict and
Arden to continue exploring opportunities for partnership.

Thank you to all club members who helped support our many youth
programs and initiatives this Rotary year!

Daniel Dummer
Youth Service Director



VOCATIONAL REPORT
Sophie Lloyd

The key event within the 2022-23 vocation remit was International Women’s
Day. The club celebrated this event across two weeks with two excellent guest
speakers.

On 6 March, 2022 Strathfield Citizen of the Year Saroni Roy spoke of gender
and racial inequality, and the establishment of the Saroni Roy Foundation.

On 13 May, the current club President Madeline Sherwood gave an overview of
International Women’s Day, women in Rotary, and her personal experiences.
Madeleine’s presentation sparked an engaged discussion amongst members,
which included the introduction of women into the club in 1989. Madeleine and
the club acknowledged their first female member, Denise Layton.

While the event itself has been delayed until the 2023-24 year, planning for the
Vocational Awards night occurred during 2022-23. In addition to Pride of
Workmanship, the awards were expanded to include a small business
category and the Geoff Goldman Apprentice Grant, which previously sat within
the Youth Awards. This change was made to focus the Youth Awards on school
age students, and bring the grant within the other awards that focus on a
demonstrated excellence within a profession.

Sophie Lloyd
Vocational Director



INTERNATIONAL AND
MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Niranjan Deodhar

Serving our global communities

Building on the work of the last few years, we initiated and completed a global
grant project in partnership with the Global Wizards club of District 3150 in
India. This project created two vision centres in collaboration with a renowned
super speciality hospital, and Operation Eyesight, a Canadian NGO
specialising in this subject. The vision centres will service two towns and help
alleviate the risks of preventable blindness through subsidised early detection
and intervention.

The club held joint meetings through Zoom with other partner clubs from
previous year’s global projects, for example the voice and speech clinic in
Pune, India, and heard directly from the medical professionals on the ground
who operate the equipment.

We have initiated more global projects to construct toilets in India as well as in
Indonesia, which are expected to come to fruition in the coming year. The
Indonesian project is in partnership with our neighbouring club of West
Pennant Hills Cherrybrook. On the theme of collaborating with neighbouring
clubs, we have sponsored one batch of trainees in the Rotary Youth Program
of Enrichment (RYPEN) in Timor Leste, run by RC Pennant Hills. 



Members as our strength

A club will only remain strong if its members support it.

Our members are dedicated people who share a passion for community
service, fellowship, and friendship.

Our Club has a clear and robust diversity policy which we value. Contributions
to our Club, both monetary and in- kind, come from people of all different
backgrounds of, which we highly value. Contributions come from all
backgrounds, regardless of age, ethnicity, race, colour, religion,
socioeconomic status, culture, sex, sexual orientation, and gender identity.

The Rotary Club of Beecroft has 35 members as well as 3 honorary members.
We inducted three new members this year.

Over the past few years, we have strengthened our membership base,
participation, and engagement.

We are continuing to increase the representation of women and younger age
groups, along with greater diversity to reflect the demographic composition of
our local community.

Niranjan Deodhar
International and Membership Director



The year 2022-23 has been a year of rebuild and renewal.

Sophie and Jaythene have been busy rebuilding the website as to allow for
better public facing usability.

We have also been working to conform to the new branding guidelines set by
Rotary International.

Our goal for 2023/24 is to get more photos of the members on the website so
the world can put a face the good work that the club has been doing over the
51 years in the Beecroft community.

The Bulletin and Pinion subscriber list has been growing to over 500
community subscriptions; made up of members, friends, and supporters in the
Beecroft community. This figure is a highly enviable figure that few clubs can
boast. It is from these bulletins a lot of friends of the club are kept in the loop of
the good that we are going in the community.

The shop window in Beecroft Place has been carefully curated by Bob
Catherall. From this window the people in the street can see firsthand what we
do, and to build our passive community engagement. It is always exciting to
walk past the window after it has change to see the new display.

PUBLIC IMAGE REPORT
Dave Anderson



Anzac Day in the Railway Gardens drew a large community attendance.
Estimates were, that this was the biggest attendance that we have ever had.
While Anzac Day is a community service event, it is a good opportunity to build
our club brand and local profile. When Isha spearheaded the Young at Heart
festival, she put public image front of mind. Her philosophy, which I share, is
that all community service activities are opportunities to build our brand
equity [of the Rotary Club of Beecroft] in the community.

The bookshop has been not only a financial stimulant for the club, but it has
also been a great public image opportunity. The customers come for books
but leave with the stories of the good we do in the world. It is these interactions
that builds our public image in the community. The volunteers in the store
often include high school students, whom prior to volunteering were unaware
of all the great opportunities that the club is able to provide them, such as
Model United Nations Assembly, RYLA, and Rotary Youth Exchange.

On social media, Jaythene has been carefully administrating the Facebook
and Instagram accounts. These give us the opportunity to give live
announcements to the community via the live features, and to tell stories. 
For 2023/24 one of our goals to redesign our club pennants. With the world
opening, our collaboration with clubs around the world only increases. The
exchanging of banners are a symbol of friendship and a reminder of goodwill
between clubs.

I would like to thank my amazing board for all the hard work they have put in
this year, and I look forward to continuing the work we do in 2023/24.

Dave Anderson
Public Image Director



Living Treasures and Young at Heart Festival

This was held at the Beecroft Arcade on Saturday 22 October 2022 with the
photo hunt registration and the colouring competition for the younger
generations. It was an amazing time being out in the community and seeing
people of all generations enjoying a wonderful day and the delightful musical
entertainment on offer.

At the Living Treasures High Tea at the Beecroft Community Centre we
recognised a further six (6) Living Treasures (Dr Prof, Elizabeth McCusker,
Patricia Dewey, Lucie Gabb OAM, Ross Walker OAM , Sandra Ross , Dr Tom
Reeve and Sheila Woods) joining our six(6) original Inductees from 2020. 

Congratulations to Vinita and her team for such an incredible day and for
bringing us back to the meaning of Community Spirit. It is important to
remember that community events such as these cannot happen without the
volunteer hours of both the community and our Rotarians.

Polio Train Ride 2022

World Polio Day is Monday 24 October, and we know what that means …. It is
the Polio Train Ride!!!!

Mark and Dave Anderson rode the trains all day collecting donations for Polio
and were joined by members of the Rotary community throughout the day.
Mark and Dave came through Beecroft Train Station at 3.54 pm and members
of our Rotary club were there to give them a wave and support them as they
headed into the afternoon stretch of their travels. President Madeleine met
Mark and Dave at Town Hall Station to travel with them for a couple of stops
and give them our Rotary Club of Beecroft donation of $1950 at $10 per station.

COMMUNITY REPORT
Greg Keighran

Carols 2022

Carols was reviewed by our Community Service members and
Board with our current venue – Beecroft Village Green under
partial redevelopment with a bike track through.

Greg Keighran
Community Director
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